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Magnolia’s Weak Ending

Most people find that the end of the movie “Magnolia” was about redemption and
according to the ending, everything seemed to be well with every character in the movie.
However, the ending was discomforting and cruel compared to how the entire movie played out.
The communication that may be coming out, in the end, is that things happen randomly and in
this case it did. At the beginning of the movie, several characters are lonely, Claudia, Donnie and
TJ for example (Lane, 2011). In the end, a few of these characters realize the redemption they
were looking for, thus, making it a happy ending according to some viewers. However, this
should have been the case for all the characters including TJ. Jim and Claudia getting their happy
ending in the final scene of the movie gave the effect that ‘all is well at the end’. This acted as a
cover-up since, in the end, not everyone was well. From such happening, it comes out as an
unfortunate situation which makes the movie face critique in the entertainment arena. Some
characters were far worse than others. It is unfair that a movie showing people having regretful
and sad life ends with the same people having a regretful and sad life.

Every suffering and sad character throughout the movie should have had a happy ending.
This usually the case from vast of the movies since there has to be a lesson to be learned.
However, in this case, the turn of events is different from what every viewer out there knows.
For example, after Claudia left Jimmy, in the end, Claudia should have made a point of coming
back to him at least to check if he was doing okay. However, Jimmy’s situation was not clarified
at the end, therefore, no one knows. Also, it should have been clearer on whether Earl realized TJ
was present. Earl at least should have met his son one last time before committing suicide. This
means that there was no redemption for him. The briefest hint of the family showed to TJ made it
worse off for him (Lane, 2011). It should have been long before it was snatched from him. With
this, the movie could have not only made more sense but also be entertaining as well.
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